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History The Franklin and Merle Robbie Chapel is at the heart of the Yellowstone Boys 
and Girls Ranch. 

From the Ranch’s inception in 1957, the plan was always to build a chapel.  After 
ten years of holding chapel services in various buildings around campus, funding was secured through the generosity of Dr. Harold C. 
Schwartz and the Kresge Foundation, and construction began. The original plan was to build the chapel next to the Uihlein Center which 
would have been much simpler, but this location would not be as central to campus nor as visible to passersby on 72nd St W. The eventual 
location for the Chapel proved to be a challenging spot to build on due to water level issues, but the planners persevered, and now the 
Robbie Chapel sits high in the center of campus, showcasing the importance of the Spiritual Life Program to those on campus and even 
those passing by.

Once construction was completed, a dedication service was held for the “All-Faith Chapel” on October 11, 1970, presided over by Wendell 
Wilson, the first YBGR chaplain to serve in the chapel. Wendell started Sunday evening youth groups held within the chapel along with a 

very successful Ranch Choir. The Ranch Choir traveled the country 
performing and was a way for individuals from coast to coast to 
become aware of YBGR and the Mission. The choir was a great 
activity for youth to participate in, and even generated new Ranch 
employees and donors after they saw the youth preform. 

In 1982, the Chapel was renamed the Franklin and Merle Robbie 
Chapel to honor the YBGR founder and his wife. Then shortly after 
in 1989, the Robbie Chapel Endowment was started to help ensure 
the longevity of the Chapel and Spiritual Life Program (SLP) which 
is a vital part of the experience youth have when they come to 
YBGR. The SLP is voluntary, but the most recent data collected 
shows that 68% of Residential youth participate.
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One important aspect of the SLP, started by past chaplain John Jamison, was 
Wednesday night youth groups. Over the years, these youth groups have 
evolved into chaplains visiting youth in their lodges and one-on-one spiritual 
mentoring.

A more recent addition to the SLP, but a very important one, is the partnership 
YBGR formed with the local YoungLife chapter. In 2014, Lee Scherer, a past 
member of the Yellowstone Foundation Board of Directors, organized a 
meeting to connect the then Director of Spiritual Life, John Dailey, and the 
leaders of YoungLife. This partnership allowed YBGR youth to participate in 
YoungLife clubs on campus every other Wednesday. 

Another aspect of YoungLife, and arguably the most fun, are the camps now 
held each summer and winter on campus. Normally, YoungLife camps were 
held o¡ campus, which made it di¢cult for YBGR youth to attend. This sparked 
the idea for YBGR sta¡ to host YoungLife camps at the Ranch, exclusively for 
residential youth. In 2015, the first Young Life camp was held at YBGR, and it 
was a great success! YoungLife camps have become a major milestone in the 
SLP.  It is a way for youth to become involved in the SLP and for Spiritual 
Leaders to get to know youth in a fun and relaxed environment. 

A more recent SLP activity started by John Dailey is the 30 Day Challenge. The 30 Day Challenge requires youth to commit to reading 
passages from the Bible each day for thirty days. After each scripture, youth journal S.O.A.P (scripture, observation, application, prayer) notes. 
These notes help youth reflect and interpret how the Bible relates to their own life experiences and encourages personal prayer. SLP leaders 
have found that most youth who attend a YoungLife camp for the first time often inquire about the 30 Day Challenge following the camp, 
leading to ongoing involvement in the SLP. 

The Spiritual Life Program has undergone many iterations in the 64 year history of the Ranch, but then as now, spiritual care and counseling 
are always available to youth in the residential treatment program, and for many, their newfound faith 
in the Lord has been a major part of their healing journey at YBGR.



The Franklin and Merle Robbie Chapel is at the heart of the Yellowstone Boys 
and Girls Ranch. 

From the Ranch’s inception in 1957, the plan was always to build a chapel.  After 
ten years of holding chapel services in various buildings around campus, funding was secured through the generosity of Dr. Harold C. 
Schwartz and the Kresge Foundation, and construction began. The original plan was to build the chapel next to the Uihlein Center which 
would have been much simpler, but this location would not be as central to campus nor as visible to passersby on 72nd St W. The eventual 
location for the Chapel proved to be a challenging spot to build on due to water level issues, but the planners persevered, and now the 
Robbie Chapel sits high in the center of campus, showcasing the importance of the Spiritual Life Program to those on campus and even 
those passing by.

Once construction was completed, a dedication service was held for the “All-Faith Chapel” on October 11, 1970, presided over by Wendell 
Wilson, the first YBGR chaplain to serve in the chapel. Wendell started Sunday evening youth groups held within the chapel along with a 

very successful Ranch Choir. The Ranch Choir traveled the country 
performing and was a way for individuals from coast to coast to 
become aware of YBGR and the Mission. The choir was a great 
activity for youth to participate in, and even generated new Ranch 
employees and donors after they saw the youth preform. 

In 1982, the Chapel was renamed the Franklin and Merle Robbie 
Chapel to honor the YBGR founder and his wife. Then shortly after 
in 1989, the Robbie Chapel Endowment was started to help ensure 
the longevity of the Chapel and Spiritual Life Program (SLP) which 
is a vital part of the experience youth have when they come to 
YBGR. The SLP is voluntary, but the most recent data collected 
shows that 68% of Residential youth participate. 50th

 Robbie 
Chapel

elebration

One important aspect of the SLP, started by past chaplain John Jamison, was 
Wednesday night youth groups. Over the years, these youth groups have 
evolved into chaplains visiting youth in their lodges and one-on-one spiritual 
mentoring.

A more recent addition to the SLP, but a very important one, is the partnership 
YBGR formed with the local YoungLife chapter. In 2014, Lee Scherer, a past 
member of the Yellowstone Foundation Board of Directors, organized a 
meeting to connect the then Director of Spiritual Life, John Dailey, and the 
leaders of YoungLife. This partnership allowed YBGR youth to participate in 
YoungLife clubs on campus every other Wednesday. 

Another aspect of YoungLife, and arguably the most fun, are the camps now 
held each summer and winter on campus. Normally, YoungLife camps were 
held o¡ campus, which made it di¢cult for YBGR youth to attend. This sparked 
the idea for YBGR sta¡ to host YoungLife camps at the Ranch, exclusively for 
residential youth. In 2015, the first Young Life camp was held at YBGR, and it 
was a great success! YoungLife camps have become a major milestone in the 
SLP.  It is a way for youth to become involved in the SLP and for Spiritual 
Leaders to get to know youth in a fun and relaxed environment. 

A more recent SLP activity started by John Dailey is the 30 Day Challenge. The 30 Day Challenge requires youth to commit to reading 
passages from the Bible each day for thirty days. After each scripture, youth journal S.O.A.P (scripture, observation, application, prayer) notes. 
These notes help youth reflect and interpret how the Bible relates to their own life experiences and encourages personal prayer. SLP leaders 
have found that most youth who attend a YoungLife camp for the first time often inquire about the 30 Day Challenge following the camp, 
leading to ongoing involvement in the SLP. 

The Spiritual Life Program has undergone many iterations in the 64 year history of the Ranch, but then as now, spiritual care and counseling 
are always available to youth in the residential treatment program, and for many, their newfound faith 
in the Lord has been a major part of their healing journey at YBGR.



Today’s Program
The Prelude          

Welcome & Invocation           John Boeder

Hymn: How Great Thou Art                 Accompanist: Sherlon Orth

Scripture Reading             Dan Hansen

“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look! The Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world!”     - John 1:29 (NLT)

Scripture Reading         Wendell Wilson

Then John testified, "I saw the Holy Spirit descending like a dove from heaven and resting 
upon him”.       - John 1:32 (NLT) 

Scripture Reading             John Dailey

Carrying the cross by himself, he went to the place called Place of Skull (in Hebrew, 
Golgotha).        - John 19:17 (NLT)

Scripture Reading         John Jamison

Then he told his family members, “Gather some stones.” So they gathered stones and piled 
them in a heap. Then Jacob and Leban sat down beside the pile of stones to eat a covenant 
meal. To commemorate the event, Leban called the place Jegar-sahadutha (which means 

Chapel Service | 9:30 am

“witness pile” in Aramaic), and Jacob called it Galeed (which means “witness pile” in Hebrew).
Then Leban declared, “This pile of stones will stand as a witness to remind us of the covenant we 
have made today.” This explains why it was called Galeed–”Witness Pile.” But is was also called 
Mizpah (which means “watchtower”), for Leban said, “May the Lord keep watch between us to 
make sure that we keep this covenant when we are out of each other’s sight”.   
       - Genesis 31: 46-49 (NLT) 

Sermon           John Jamison
Prayer of Dedication             John Dailey

Lord’s Prayer          John Jamison

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 
for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
Forever and ever. 
Amen

Hymn: Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing                Accompanist: Sherlon Orth

Benediction       John Boeder

 
Inaugural Chapel Service
October 11, 1970
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Chapel 
“Truths”

At the heart of Yellowstone’s campus, signifying the 
importance of the Spiritual Life Program (SLP), stand the 
Robbie Chapel and Stephen Paul Healing Plaza.

The recognition that all youth entrusted to Yellowstone’s 
care are made in the Image of God is central to their 
treatment.  Each young person is an individual of great 
intrinsic worth. To focus on healing and restoration of “at 
risk” youth while neglecting the Spiritual element of life 
can undermine the overall treatment goals. For as the 
Scriptures teach, 

“What does it profit a man if he gains the whole 
world but loses his soul?” -Mark 8:36

From the beginning, the Yellowstone outreach to troubled 
kids sought to address the emotional, physical, 
educational, mental health and spiritual needs of our 
residents.  Hurting children need to know that they are 
loved unconditionally…a basic tenet of the redemptive 
Christian message.

While the SLP is the result of many hands (sta� and donor 
friends) representing the outstretched arms of a loving 
Christ, two names are significant in the sustainability of the 
program and the functionality of the Chapel and Healing 
Plaza, the base for SLP outreach.
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Lucilla “Mimi” Hamilton’s estate plan included the “Mimi’s Miracles” Donor Advised Fund (DAF) that makes contributions to charities 
sharing the Good News of God’s love, particularly with children. The Advisors to the Mimi’s Miracles DAF include Mimi’s daughters 
Sandra McCauley and Linda Hamilton. Since 2014, thanks to the Advisors, each year Mimi’s Miracles DAF is underwriting 
approximately 80% of the program’s annual cost.  Further, Sandra McCauley has been personally funding the extraordinarily 
successful Summer and Winter YoungLife Camps, held on Yellowstone’s campus for the past six years.

The DAF contributions are not “endowment” contributions and 
thus have finite limitations. Hence, it will be important to 
continue growing the SLP Endowment Fund to insure perpetuity 
to this critical program.

Adjacent to the Chapel is the Stephen Paul Healing Plaza, built in 
honor of the son of Ron Paul, an attorney “transplant” to Bigfork, 
MT from Dixon, CA.

Stephen Paul’s life in many ways embodied the spirit of 
Yellowstone.  Stephen himself was an “overcomer,” battling a rare disease but never giving up hope. He was particularly sensitive to 
the emotional pains of the less fortunate kids in his school, reaching out and befriending them.

For reasons known only to God, Stephen’s life was cut short at the age of 21 by a landslide on a California beach camping trip.  His 
father made a substantial outright gift which resulted in the Healing Plaza, dedicated at Yellowstone’s 50th celebration.  Ron has 
continued his generosity with periodic maintenance gifts and “endowment” Charitable Trusts which will help sustain Yellowstone’s 
mission.

The Stephen Paul Healing Plaza is a gathering place where sta� and youth can decompress in an atmosphere conducive to sharing life’s deepest 
joys and pains. The Rock Altar at the center is an important remembrance of the Biblical story of conflict resolution between two adversarial 
parties…something every youth at Yellowstone has unfortunately experienced in their lives before coming to the Ranch.

We would be remiss if we also did not acknowledge and thank the Gianforte Family Foundation who, for the past six years, has made significant 
contributions to the Spiritual Life Program, ensuring its continued existence and growth.

The inspirational aspect of the Chapel and the restorative element of the Healing Plaza are integral 
components of Yellowstone’s programs, all designed to bring renewal, hope, and life to hurting children.
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John Boeder has been the Director 
of Spiritual Life/Chaplain since 
October of 2020.  Originally from 
Minnesota, John earned a Christian 
Education degree with a minor in 
music and professional church work 
from Concordia University – 
Portland, OR.   

After college, he worked with youth in Christian education 
programs in both Seattle, WA and Fargo, ND before moving to 
Montana. John first came to YBGR as a Treatment Coordinator and 
then served as a Program Manager before accepting the role of 
Chaplain.

Chaplains Emeritus
YBGR owes a deep debt of gratitude to all who have served as Chaplain at the Ranch, providing spiritual support and 
guidance to those truly in need.

“I have been blessed to have so many 
experiences, but I don’t think anything has 
been as rewarding as working at the Ranch.  

I originally left the ministry to pursue 
helping youth and families in crisis because 

I hadn’t had the opportunity to do both.  
Now I do!”

Jack  Dabner  |  1957 -63
Wayne  Rohrs  |  1963 -65

Da l las  Demmet t  |  1965 -67
Bob  Koerner  |  1967 -68

Lar ry  S laughter  |  1968 -69
Bob  Hansen  |   1969

Wende l l  W i l son  |  1970 -81
George  Hoherd  |  1981 -83

Dan Hansen  |  1983 -1986
Thomas  Wi l son  |  1986

Tom Carey  |1986 -90
John Jamison  |  1990 -2013

Dav id  Mora les (CBS )  |  2008 -11
Michae l  Heck  |  2012 -15
John Da i ley  |  2015 -20
S teve  Wi l l i s  |  2016 -20


