






When someone believes in you enough to teach you a new skill, they might give you 
something that changes your life forever. That’s exactly what happened for Matthew.

When Matthew arrived at the Ranch last year, he carried the weight of anger, leaving 
holes punched in the walls of his home. In a moment of honesty, he told his 
treatment team that he wished he could �x the damage himself. Instead of 
judgment, he was met with understanding. And his words opened the door to a new 
path forward.

Seeing an opportunity to turn remorse into healing, his team reached out to 
Maintenance Technician Tim Gilge who offered to teach Matthew drywall repair from 
the ground up, starting with holes he had punched in the walls at his lodge. What 
began as a lesson quickly grew into a skill-building partnership. Together, they 
learned wall preparation, patching, mudding, sanding, texturing, priming, and 
painting – turning broken drywall into something Matthew could proudly claim as his 
work. 

At the same time, Mental Health Worker Dakota Williams became a steady, 
grounding presence. Through encouragement, honesty, and trust, Dakota helped 
Matthew feel capable of change – not just in what he could �x, but in who he could 
become.

And this is where donors stepped in. Because of their generosity, Matthew will leave 
the Ranch with a complete set of tools and supplies to continue repairing walls at 
home. But the deeper restoration will take place within his family. As he rebuilds the 
walls he once damaged, he will also begin rebuilding trust with his mom and siblings.

Matthew’s toolbox now represents something far greater than equipment. It 
symbolizes hope and is proof that, while he may not yet have every tool for life, he 
has learned to use the ones he has to heal, trust others, and create a better life for 
himself.
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